
While the crews were digging, they found many artifacts from the 1778 army encampment. While these artifacts 
reside in the museum, we have no idea exactly where they were unearthed. The archaeologists of today shudder 
when they hear of Delaney’s pick & shovel recovery methods! Indiana Jones would use his whip on Delaney!
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Archaeology At The Putnam Campsites

Office
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Archaeology plays a big roll at Putnam Park, and more recently, the middle campsite of Gen. 
Samuel Parsons. The information which has literally surfaced via the archaeological 
excavations has provided a wealth of new knowledge about the army that was quartered in the 
three Redding camps during the winter of 1778-79.

Many of  the artifacts  found by the project  teams can be seen in the park museum. Some of  
those artifacts are attributed to not an archaeologist, but rather the first park superintendent 
back in the 1890’s. Thomas Delaney supervised the construction crews that cleared the park, 
put in the roads, and “landscaped” the grounds into a park-like setting.

Historic Preservation and Museum Division

One of the first trained archaeologists was David A. Poirer who 
conducted field studies of the park during 1973-4. His report was 
published in the Northeast Historical Archaeology Journal in 1976. 
Dave is the Staff Archaeologist of the CT Culture &Tourism, today.

Office of the  State Archaeologist,
Dr. Nick Bellantoni

Nick Bellantoni is the most visible archaeologist in the state. As State 
Archaeologist, Nick gets called in to investigate projects all over the state. He 
also gives his blessing for other archaeologists to proceed with their projects, 
i.e., when there are digs proposed at Putnam Park, or Parson’s Middle Camp. 

Ricardo Elia and Brendan McDermott, archaeologists for Boston University, 
conducted the most comprehensive field study of the park back in 1991. Their 
report “The Winter Campaign of Starving’ was part of larger study for the 
Berkshire Design Group and their client the CT DEP. The two hundred page 
report is still used as the basic park ‘bible’. It covered both the 1778-9 history 
as well as the history of the park’s construction in the 1890’s.

P.A.S.T. archaeological teams under Dan Forrest and Brian Jones did site 
explorations prior to the renovations of the 1893 Pavilion (into the Visitor 
Center) and new entrance to the park. PAST Director Mary Harper has done 
advisory work regarding the artifacts in our museum.

Storrs, CT
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The most active, by far, for the past 10 years have been our own archaeologists 
Dan Cruson, Athropology instructor at Joel Barlow HS for the past 35 years 
(now retired) and President of the CT Archaeology Society; and Kathleen von 
Jena, the Redding co- Town Historian and professional archaeologist.

Dan and Kathleen have conducted digs at 
Putnam Park for the past eight years. The 
duo diggers and their crews have been a 
common sight by visitors at the park each 
fall season. Dr. Stu Reeves, former 
Redding archaeologist, is included in our 
group by proxy.

Dan and Kathleen use the “December Winter 
Walk” Tour each December to guide visitors 
through the park and explain history and 
facts about their archaeological excavations.

This archaeologist
has not excavated 
in our park!

The Friends & Neighbors of
Putnam Memorial State Park
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Middle Camp Finally Being Mapped By Archaeologists.

Focus On
FIELD SCHOOLS
Western Connecticut
State University
Western Connecticut will
investigate a Revolutionary War
campsite within the town of
Redding, Connecticut. This 1778
winter campsite is the only
remaining untouched and well preserved
camp site in the country.
We will be mapping and recording
this site, as well as making a
determination about its level of
archaeological integrity. Students
will learn mapping, archaeological
reconnaissance, subsurface testing
and excavation.
The summer field school is a part of
the Cultural Resource Management
program at WestConn where
students receive first-hand experience
in historical preservation.
Our field school runs five weeks
from May 29th until June29th.
Students work 8am-4pm four days a
week and receive 6 credits. Dr. Laurie
Weinstein and Bethany Morrison
will co-lead this class. We will
provide equipment and transportation
to and from the site. The
cost of the field school is $319. per
credit hour. Dorm housing is
available at an additional fee. For
more information email
weinsteinl@wcsu

NOTICE FOR DIG

PARTICIPANTS

Excerpts from Danbury News-Times, by Robert Miller–
Date:August20,2007 

REDDING  -- In  the  winter  of  1778,  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  was  
sent to this town with three brigades of Continental Army 
regulars to guard Danbury. Throughout the winter, into 1779, 
about 4,000 men shivered through weeks of cold and 
deprivation, living on hardtack and bad beef. Putnam had two 
men hung -- one for spying, one for desertion. "We arrived at 
Reading about Christmas or a little before, and prepared to 
build our huts for our winter quarters," Private Joseph Plumb 
Martin wrote in his journal. "And now came on the time again 
between grass and hay, that is, the ‘ winter campaign of 
starving’." "We all know about Valley Forge," said Kathleen 
von Jena, Redding's town historian. "Here, we had it again, our 
own encampment the very next year.

The Continental Army camped in several places in Redding. 
One site is well-known -- it's the centerpiece of Putnam 
Memorial State Park. One has been lost -- developers 
steamrolled the site in the 1970s before historians could save it. 
A third has remained unexplored for nearly 230 years. Now, 
carefully, it may get the chance to reveal its secrets.

"History is all around us," said Laurie Weinstein, a professor 
of anthropology at Western Connecticut State University in 
Danbury,. "And history can be recovered." This July, students 
attending WestConn's summer archaeology field school began 
to map the encampment, learning how large it actually might 
be. Using their work, Weinstein is now applying to the state 
Commission on Culture and Tourism's Historic Preservation 
Office to get the site declared a state archaeological preserve.
Once it gets that designation, it will be protected by law against 
"potting" -- the holes left in the ground by trophy hunters 
looking for Revolutionary War artifacts. Anyone caught 
disturbing the site will face fines of up to $5,000 and up to five 
years in jail. 

Students dig through history

WestConn Archaeology
Dept. comes to Redding.

WestConn team maps out the 
perimeters of Brig.Gen. Samuel
Parsons “Middle” camp.

WestConn’s Dr. Laurie Weinstein took some
of her students to tour Valley Forge  this spring to 
learn what they might find in their Redding dig at 
Parsons ‘ middle camp’ in the summer of 2007.



Putnam Phalanx

Photo loaned by Brent Colley

Members of the Putnam Phalanx march during a 
1975 parade marking Bunker Hill Day. The Phalanx 
was organized in 1858 and named for Maj. Gen. 
Israel Putnam, who was in command of Continental 
troops at the Battle of Bunker Hill. (COURANT FILE 
PHOTO) 

phalanx 

pha·lanx
Pronunciation: 

\ - la (k)s, British usually fa-\
Function: 

noun
Inflected Form(s): 

plural pha·lanx·es or pha·lan·ges \f -
lan-( )j z, f -, - , British 

usually fa-\
Etymology: 

Latin phalang-, phalanx, from Greek, 
battle line, digital bone, literally, log —
more at balk

1: a body of heavily armed infantry in ancient 
Greece formed in close deep ranks and files; 
broadly : a body of troops in close array.

The Macendonians formed the first 
phalanxes back in 250BC. Here is a later 
version of the Roman Testudo (tortoise) 
formation where interlocked shields 
protect the top and every side.

The Putnam Phalanx at 
the entrance to Putnam 
Park around 1900. The 
quasi-military group was 
a huge supporter of 
General Israel Putnam. 
They were in numerous 
parades and events all 
over the country including 
a gala celebration at 
Bunker Hill in Boston in 
1859.  The senior officer 
with the sword, that looks 
like Captain Crunch, is 
David H. Miller, who was 
the president of Gilbert 
and Bennett Company in 
Georgetown in 1906.

Putnam Phalanx

The  Putnam  Phalanx  was  a  quasi-military  unit  similar  to  the  
Governor’s Foot Guard. It was founded in 1858 when William 
Charter and others met at Hartford City Hall and signed up 150 
men to form an honor guard to welcome home former Gov. 
Thomas Seymour, who had served as U.S. minister to Russia. 
They called themselves the Putnam Phalanx in honor of 
Revolutionary War hero Israel Putnam. The Brooklyn, Conn. 
resident was a founder of the Sons of Liberty, a major general in 
George Washington’s Continental, and the second in command at 
the Battle of Bunker Hill.

The General Assembly chartered the unit in 1877. In 1931, it 
merged with two Connecticut National Guard units. The Phalanx 
was  housed  in  the  huge  Hartford   State  Armory.  Officials  at  the  
Hartford State Armory say the unit today is essentially defunct.



Oct. FAN’s Meeting friendsofputnampark@comcast.netfriendsofputnampark@comcast.netTo contact us:

1. Jeanine Herman opened meeting.

2. .Two new FANs officers elected. (See below)

3. December Winter Walk is still on schedule for first Saturday in December. 
CT 5th Regiment will participate again this year.
Need to start publicity program now.

4. Visitors Center Planning Committee update by Harry Gibson.

5. Nate Hale announced that projects were underway regarding a new picnic 
pavilion on the recreation side of the park and a much needed dredging of 
Lake Putnam. The lake job is huge and will remove tons of weed and algae 
from the bottom.
The picnic pavilion would be located on the same spot has the old one above 
the old stone rest rooms, higher up on the hill. This pavilion will really look 
nice since the thinning out of the woods a couple years ago.

.
Two New Mainstay FANs Executives Are Elected

Steve Levine was elected to the position of president of the Friends of Putnam Park. Steve made 
it clear that he was still working for a living and would otherwise devote as much time as he could 
to the FANs organization. Jeanine Herman, outgoing president, said that she and others would 
assist Steve when needed. Steve is in marketing. He and his family live about 5 minutes north of 
the park on Starr Lane.

T.G. Henderson was elected to the position of treasurer of the Friends of Putnam Park. T.G. is a 
newly retired CPA ( a terrific match for the job). He is no stranger to the park as he has been at the 
museum and the visitor center in the role of interpretative guide. T.G. and his family reside just 
south of Redding Center. He is already instituting new accounting procedures for our organization.

Congratulations to Steve and T.G.!

The next  FAN’s  Meeting will be on Tuesday, November 13th 
at 7:00PM at the Visitor Center at Putnam Park. 

Happy
Halloween


