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My Brother Sam Is Dead … the book
Every year the month of May witnesses the
FANs annual Living History School Days
(see any of the MAY Newsletters on our
Web site). For five full days hundred and
hundreds of school children are bussed in to
Putnam Park for colonial crafts and military
demonstrations. Almost all of these kids
have one thing in common – they either
have read, are reading, or will be reading
Piling out of the buses at Putnam Park, for the
The British Army Surgeon
Living History School Days program.
My Brother Sam Is Dead.
always holds the kids in awe.
My Brother Sam Is Dead ((1975) is a young adult historical fiction novel by James Collier and Christopher
Collier. It is a Newberry Honor Book that was also named a Notable Children's Book by the American
Library Assoc. James is a writer and author, while Chris is an historian who served as the Connecticut State
Historian from 1984 to 2004, and is currently Professor Emeritus of History at UCONN. A perfect team
emerged. Chris provided the historical facts, and James created the words.
Many thousands of school children across the country have read and studied ‘My Brother Sam’ in their
curriculum on American Revolutionary War history. The story took place right here in Redding CT. People in
our region have a leg up on visiting the scene(s) of the story first hand. Likewise, kids that have been able to
attend the School Days program at Putnam Park have had the best opportunity to see and hear about the
places and people in the tale.

Location of story … Redding CT
Several actual events and circumstances took place in Redding to give the authors a story line:
#1 Churches and their people. There were two churches in Redding: the Anglican church (or Church of England); and, the
Presbyterian church ( Congregational). The Anglican church was naturally made up of British supporters : Tories, loyalists, anti-Patriots.
The Congregational church membership was composed of mainly Patriots and those seeking independence. The ideologies were in
place for problems right from the start. Many towns which hosted an Episcopal church had already closed down the church and possibly
evicted the ministers, as well. The Rev. John Beach had two Anglican churches under his domain: Newtown and Redding Ridge. He
conducted a service at both places each week. Under an unusual agreement , Beach’s two churches were allowed to remain open under a
pact of neutrality which was signed by him and all of his parishioners. Beach was the rector of these churches for 50 years.
#2 The British Raid on Danbury. The British expeditionary force that was sent to Danbury to destroy Continental Army stores,
stopped for a couple hours in Redding Ridge. While there, the British generals stopped for lunch at the home of an actual spy. Also,
during the short hiatus, 14 Patriot militia members including the local tavern keeper were captured and taken prisoners back to New
York City. Some never came home. Redding citizens were finally exposed to the war… first hand!
#3 The Continental Army Winter Encampments. Gen Israel Putnam brought his army camps to Redding. The town was now
exposed to several thousand troops, army discipline … and yes, even executions which have a major part of the storyline.

Fact or Fiction?
Now, here is where we have a problem. An historical fiction novel utilizes real people and places, but stirs in a
cup of fiction to make the story more interesting. Our interpretive guides at the museum and visitor center have
been asked if our park was the scene of Putnam’s army encampment? Or,was it the Meeker’s Tavern right
across from the Episcopal Church down in Redding Ridge? Well, yes and no. Putnam Park is one of three army
camps which were under Gen. Putnam in the winter of 1778, but the book only mentions one camp. If you look
at the map provided in ‘My Brother Sam’ our park is “the camp”. As far as Meeker’s Tavern goes, the
Meeker’s were a fictional family in the book, so no, it wasn’t Meeker’s Tavern. The real tavern was on the
corner and owned by Lt. Stephen Betts. To make it more confusing, there were several Meeker families in
Redding back them, but not the ones in the book. To add realism to the story, there is a Meeker Hill Rd. just
down the street. We also have FANs volunteers at park events suggesting that visitors drive down to Redding
Ridge to see Meeker’s Tavern and where everything in the book … happened. The late Margaret Wixted was
the Redding Town Historian for many years. One of her pet peeves was people were going down to Redding
Ridge to look for buildings that were not there. Our own FANs expert, Brent Colley has a ton of information
on My Brother Sam, which can help to clarify things.

Colley is ‘My Brother Sam’ Expert
Do a search on the internet by entering “history of redding”, and you will be at The
History of Redding Web Site, which has been evolving for the past ten years. Redding
native Brent Colley has created an encyclopedic database of historical facts on Redding.
He has digitized documents, books, archaeological reports and photographs so the
interested user can have full access to Redding history.

FANs Web site creator Brent
Colley, and one of his editors.
Brent, a Redding historian, is
by far the regional expert on
My Brother Sam Is Dead.

Brent, who is in the computer business, has created some terrific data bases on specific
Redding history segments like My Brother Same is Dead, Mark Twain info, Georgetown
data, in addition to thousands of pages on Redding history. Brent has helped us out with
this newsletter by offering the real scoop on My Brother Sam is Dead information.. You
can go directly to his ‘ Brother Sam’ site at :

www.mybrothersamisdead.historyofredding.com/index.html

Characters in My Brother Sam is Dead
Real Fiction
Tim Meeker- Dynamic character that changes
over the course of the novel
Sam Meeker- Static character remains the same
Eliphalet (Life) Meeker- Static character
Susannah Meeker - Dynamic character
Mr. Beach- Static character
Betsy Read- Dynamic character, by the end of
the novel she's had it with the war.
Col. Read- Static character
Jerry Sanford- Static character
Platt Family- Static characters
Tom Warrups- Static character
William Heron- Static character
Lt. Stephen Betts- Static character
General Putnam- Static character
General Parsons- Static character
General Wooster- Static character
General Arnold- Static character
General Silliman- Static character

Lt. Stephen Betts’ house and tavern.
Located right across the road from
Christ Church. Lt. Betts was taken
prisoner on the day the British army
came through Redding Ridge on
their way to Danbury. Betts was
eventually released and returned to
Redding. Brig. Gen.Samuel Parsons
lived at the tavern with his family
from 1778 to 1881.
Christ Church. The Anglican parish church of Rev. John Beach for 50 years.
Beach and his parishioners signed a neutrality pact which allowed the church
to remain open through the war. Beach was a supporter of the king.

Locations you can see…

Betts Tavern. Brig. Gen. Parson’s lived here during the 177879 winter camps, and then had his family stay there until
1781. This gave him on and off access to Wm. Heron ( the
double –agent who lived right across the street.

HERON

William Heron’s (spy)
home on the other side
of the cemetery

It was determined years later that Wm. Heron Esq. was indeed
a double-agent working for both the Americans and the Brits.
But it was also determined that the information given to the
Americans was highly valuable, where the info given to the
British was not very useful. When the British stopped in
Redding Ridge on their way to Danbury, the three British
generals dined at Heron’s home.

Map in the My Brother Sam Is Dead book. The distances
And locations of many of the sites have been reduced, but
Most of the sites are still viewable.

Gen. Putnam’s Camp. Putnam
Memorial State Park. Visitor
Center, Museum, park tour.

The gallows were
near this intersection

Lonetown Manor, the estate of the
Read family which the town is
named for. Col. Read offered to let
the army to build its camp on his
land, a ¼ mile down the road from
the park.

On the small green at the church intersection is the monument listing the
names of the 14 Redding militiamen who
were captured and imprisoned in New
York. Some never made it back.

The book and the actual winter encampments did hold executions.
This ties directly into to the title of the novel. Sad, but still telling of the
tough necessity it was to discipline troops. Desertions, spying,
treason, thefts just could not be allowed to go unpunished. Examples
had to be made to instill fear into all of the troops. The actual event of
the executions required that every soldier in all three camps be
present to witness the results.

To contact
us: fansofputnampark@att.net
The July meeting was held at the visitor center on Monday, July 12th , 2010.

July 2010 FANs Meeting

Notes from the prez …
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

Scott Stetler opened the meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: T.G. reviewed the cash on hand and ran through the balance sheet. He said
that he expects the insurance cost to increase with the next annual bill.
Park update: Nate said the Friends of Ct State Parks is looking for a venue for their Oct. 5th
meeting. Putnam Park is a possibility.
Membership: Buzz and TG discussed membership. This year’s new members are few.
Fall Reenactment (Nov. 6 & 7): 5CR and Fans Reenactment Committee to work together. Brian
McCoy said he has heard nothing from the 5th CT. He will try to set up meeting with them. Jack
Shafer is 5CR lead reenactment person. Jim Freebairn has supplied wood blanks and form for the
Dummy Guns for the Kids Drill event We will make 40-50 guns. These will be marked for FANs
use only (Not for sale). Brent Colley will place the reenactment dates onto our Web site.There is
some concern that reenactors are wondering about the date because they are seeing nothing on our
site.
Teachers Packet: Nancy told about her plans for a Teacher’s Packet on a DVD. She is working
with Lauren Contorno in creating the disc. Harry Gibson will work with them on this.
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The next FAN’s Meeting will be on Monday,

at 7:00PM

at the Visitor

Soldiering
& Cannon

And Musket

September 13th , 2010

Center at Putnam Park.

