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Park Crews Still In Tree Clean-up Mode

The Halloween 2011 New England Snow Storm damage which crushed Putnam Park is still requiring the attention of our
park crew and outside tree crews, some two full months after the 16” heavy snow fall on trees still in full leaf. The park
alone had over 200 trees down and/or damaged. Appearance is secondary when you are responsible for the safety of the
public. Any tree/limb which could fall on a park visitor has to be culled out.
Our Park Supervisor has even come under some local citizens
y complaining about over-cutting. Let it be made clear to all
that Nate Hale is an outstanding manager of multiple state park facilities; but his first training was that of a professional
forester. There is no one involved with the clean-up project who is more conscious of the condition and appearance of a
healthy woodland. To Nate, his park crews, and the outside crews – good job!
A Redding resident writes a story about the town’s most
famous executions on Gallows Hill.
Thomas O’Keefe is a NY based lawyer residing in the vicinity of Gallows Hill in Redding. The
proximity of the infamous double execution of a spy and a deserter conducted by Gen. Israel
Putnam’s troops in 1779 spurred on questions by Mr. O’Keefe. His essay, which he called “The
Incident On Gallows Hill, contained up front , “The question this article will address is whether this
double execution on Gallows Hill was justified or was instead an expedient that would not have
been approved by Commander in Chief Washington had he been advised of all the facts and
circumstances”.

Incident On Gallows Hill

O’Keefe goes backwards in time to layout just some of the trials and tribulations Putnam went
through, and how some of his mishaps put him in a poor stead with Washington, some deserved and
some not. Putnam’s fame came not from the Revolutionary War years, but through his exploits as a
ranger in the French and Indian War. He was more a guerrilla fighter with the special forces
operations. He was not a skilled general officer as much as he was a myth from a prior war.
The article is in the Aug.
Washington knew this weakness and assigned Putnam to lesser commands in the months leading to
2011 issue of this
Redding..
magazine.
O’Keefe points out the obvious tension, disappointment and maybe even intimidation between Washington and Putnam.
The question as to whether or not Putnam took it upon himself to approve the executions, rather than going to
Washington for his tacit concurrence, or possibly sending down pardons, will never be known. O’Keefe also asks the
question as to whether the level of the crimes fit the punishment. There are things done in the time of war that would not
be found acceptable in times of peace.
O’Keefe’s article is a good read. He weaves into the story of the Redding encampments a lot of other history which help
define Major General Israel Putnam, for better or worse. The August 2011 edition can be purchased on Amazon, or seen
at the Mark Twain Library.

Ft. Sumter Shelled – 12 April, 1861
Join Daniel Cruson as he explores the revolutionary winter
encampment in Redding, Connecticut, which was General Israel
Putnam's last command. During the winter of 1778-79 he led about
three thousand troops of the Continental Army into three separate
valleys of northern Redding where they built temporary huts for
protection against the winter cold. Here they lived for five to six
months before marching out to engage the British. The book also
ties in the history of Putnam Memorial State Park, which is the
present-day location for this winter encampment and Connecticut's
first state park.
The last books and major guides for Putnam Park were written by a
historian of the 19th century, Charles Burr Todd. A lot of what Todd
wrote back in the 1880’s and 90’s was erroneous, through no fault of
his own, because much of the data was hand-me-down information
from local residents, a lot of which was folk lore. Today, in the
digital age of research, and over a decade of archaeological
excavations at the park, Dan Cruson’s new book brings to light a
definitive source of information on the winter army camps of 1778,
as well as the construction of the memorial park which was literally
built astride one of the three army camps of 1778.

JUST SOME OF WHAT’S IN THE BOOK:

The memorial obelisk was the first
thing to be constructed in 1888.

1889 - I .N. Bartram was the initial
construction supervisor, seen here with
the oxen and horse teams.
The 1893 Pavilion
was rotting away
and boarded up in
the 1990’s.
New Visitor
Center opened
2005.

ca. 1889 – This portable crane was hauled
around by oxen to different locations by
as needed. In this photo they are building
the bases of the block houses.

Cruson and one of his
archaeological teams

Monument at the “camp
cemetery” was erected
over 100 years ago.

Excavations proved that
the cemetery was NOT a
cemetery, but a doubleended officer’s hut.

May 1997, park was
recommissioned after
being closed down for
7 years.

On a dark and almost moonless night ….
This is story sent to us by man from Sandy Hook. He is an
adult today, but the story took place many years ago when he
was a scout camping at the Putnam Park Scout Camping area
high up on the hill.
Looking down the road
toward the park entrance.
The park gates are open
(just before the
blockhouses.)
Lake MacDougall, or the
“Frog Pond”. Kids have
caught thousands of
tadpoles here over the
decades.

Now, turn off the lights, cuz its nighttime …
“I would like to share an experience I had with four other boys during a boyscout camp out at Putnam Park.
It was around nine at night and five of us had snuck away from the camp in order to go down through the
woods to a pond to get frogs to put in sleeping bags (normal boyscout stuff). It was quite dark little to no
moon as I recall. When we arrived at the dirt road that leads out of the park we saw a man walking down the
center of the road toward us. We shut off our flashlights and hid behind a gate that blocked the road from
cars and watched him approach. He was dressed as a revolutionary war soldier; my friend Howie says a
'Hessian' in particular. He was emitting a faint glow, was somewhat transparent, and had no face. When I say
he had no face I don't mean no head; but when it came to his facial features they were a milky white blur.
All the details on his uniform, etc were fairly distinct though. He continued walking toward us until about 15
feet away and amazingly my friend Howie stood up and said "hey mister, we're just boy scouts, so don't beat
us up." I still can't believe he said that. Anyway, the soldier didn't show any response but just kept walking
down the center of the road toward us so we broke into a frantic, completely panicked run and told our dads
back at the camp. They went to investigate and my father said that he saw it appear at one side of the road,
walk across the road, and disappear upon reaching the opposite side. I was about 12 years old and am 36
now. Howie and I are still friends and still love to retell that story. It's been so long but I can still remember
the details on his jacket, the cross saddlebags bracing his chest, and the milky blur of his face. Another thing
that stands out to me was how completely oblivious to us he seemed to us.An experience like this seems to
me to be so intense that others must have seen the same or similar things on other nights.
Can anyone there shed some light on what we may have encountered?
Thank you,
98% of our visitors see Putnam Park
during the daylight hours. About the only
Sean Butler
srbutler75@yahoo.com ones who stay all night are the

Revolutionary War reenactors who camp
over for a weekend, a few times a year.
More times than not, they camp amongst
the firebacks on the Company Street
where more than a thousand soldiers
lived for 5 or 6 months during the 1778-79
winter.
How could these modern day soldiers not
feel the presence of those from long ago?

The Friends of Putnam Park …

January 2012 FANs Meeting

To contact
us: fansofputnampark@att.net

Notes from the prez …
1. President’s Welcome – Scott Stetler
2. Treasurer’s Report: TG Henderson reviewed balances .
3. Park update: Nate reported that storm cleaning continues ( See Page 1.);
Reorganization within Parks Dept. coming up. Probably will be less people to
perform tasks; Cleaning of the lake will start in the Spring; Main floor Museum
shutter replacement almost complete; Draft of signs to be placed nears soldiers
was reviewed and approved with a few minor changes Nate to purchase stands
and install within next few months if not sooner.
4. 2012 Nov. Reenactment: Concern that not all of the reenactment will physically
fit on the Scout Camping Hill. Need to put together a scaled plan.
5. Winter Walk: was very successful. Over 100 people attended. DEEP
Commissioner volunteered to help promote any events planned at the park. |
Reading of the soldiers was not performed this year and it was missed by many.
The mock battle was haphazard. It was suggested that it needs better
logistical ,planning and production.
6. CT Society of the Cincinnati has contacted the FANs and is offering possible
donations. Purchase of soldier uniforms application is being considered.

Putnam Park’s senior employee undergoes foot surgery. Ranger Andy
Sullivan, the CT Parks Department only employee with the “Ranger” title
(because FANs gave it to him back in the 1990’s), had his foot and toe
reconstructed on January 23rd,., a painful event which will keep him off his feet for several months Andy’s term at the
park goes way back to the eighties. He could have written the park history just as well as Dan Cruson. Andy is always a
key player on the parks teams at events. All the reenactors know him well. Heal fast, Andrew.

Ranger Andy Grounded

There isn’t a roof in the park that
he hasn’t put on at least twice!

Andy welcomes Governor Jodi Rell at
the grand opening of the park Visitor
Center in October 2005.
Andy at The Great Park Pursuit in 2006.

The next FAN’s Meeting will be on Monday,

at 7:00PM

at the Visitor

February 13th, 2012

Center at Putnam Park.

Check out our FANs Web site at www.putnampark.org

