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Where the heck is Fredericksburgh?
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We were creating a display piece for the Washington Exhibition at Hartford�s Old State House. It was in January 1998.  One 
of the pieces of our exhibit was a copy of Washington�s orders for the disposition of the brigades for winter quarters. It was 
dated November 27th 1778 � Head Quarters Fredericksburgh.. Where the heck was Fredericksburgh?  We didn�t have the 
foggiest idea!  One of our compatriot historians in New Jersey got the prize.  After he told us where it was, the research started 
to fall into place.

When Gen. Washington issued his orders he was about 15 miles from Danbury. His headquarters were in Patterson /Pawling, 
NY. The general had most of his Continental Army with him � stretched out from the Hudson River to Danbury. He had 
more than 15,000 troops with him. They arrived in Fredericksburgh in September and left at the end November. His orders for 
all those troops to go into winter quarters sent them to three general areas: The Danbury area (the three camps in Redding), 
along the Hudson Highlands (to protect West Point), and Middle Brook, NJ where he took most of the troops to stay with him.

Map from revwar75 site

Washington was obsessed with trying to 
figure out what the British forces were 
going to do. Would they go up the Hudson 
and try to hook-up with their Canadian 
forces? Would they go to Boston where 
most of the French fleet was in for major 
repairs to their ships. They had started the 
Battle of Newport in concert with the 
ground army under Gens. Sullivan and 
Lafayette � only to be battered in a major 
hurricane which ended the battle and 
devastated the fleet. Would they come up 
Long Island Sound and raid Connecticut 
towns; or, would they travel south? 
Washington knew that the British fleet 
had sailed from New York City, but did 
not know the destination! Washington put 
several brigades on the Hudson, and a few 
over in Danbury which could move 
toward Boston or Providence if need be.  
But most of the troops were camped in 
Fredericksburgh along what today is Rt. 
22. Fredericksburgh, then, was the �fork 
in the road�. The Americans could move 
quickly in any direction.

Pawling

Patterson

Washington’s headquarters were in the John Kane House in south Pawiling, right off 
Rt. 22. The home is a museum today and can be visited  on certain days of the week.
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Tory�s Home is Washington�s Headquarters.

Purgatory Hill and the Great Ox Roast

Commander-in-chief’s flag 
flies at his headquarters.

Washington’s Life Guard, 
commanded by Maj. Caleb 
Gibbs camped on the Kane 
property.

John Kane House (Washington’s headquarters). He was a Tory. Kane had escaped to NYC prior 
to Washington’s arrival, but Mrs. Kane and the children lived in the house during Washington’s 
occupation. His home and lands were confiscated at the end of the war. The wing on the right 
side of the house is original and is what Washington occupied. There was a long narrow 
extention from the house, out to the right containing warehouse, storage, offices etc attached to 
this wing in 1778.

Almost the entire roster of Washington’s Aides (approx 6 at this period) was present at 
headquarters. Since it was still fall, the army lived in tents. When reading the hundreds of 
letters that Washington wrote (or dictated) these Aids were the equivalent of our copy machines. 
Each copy was individually hand written. Don’t mistake the Aides for merely secretarial duties 
though, they were required to be well-spoken (some spoke French which was a real plus), well –
written, and totally current on the political and military fronts of the day. These men were all given 
the rank of Lt. Colonel. 

In consistent fashion, Washington dined with an array of officers each evening. The attendees 
were rotated so the general could glean information from the different men leading his forces.

On October the 17th, all officers and “Gentlemen of the Town” were invited to 
Purgatory Hill ( on the road up to Quaker Hill Ridge) to celebrate the 1st

Anniversary of the victory at Saratoga. The preparation was outstanding: food, 
drink, and many many toasts on into the night. Volleys of cannon fire echoed 
through the hills. Other civilians from near and far came just to catch sight of the 
famous generals.  They watched the finest horseman among all officers quickly 
prance up the banks to the banquet ground – General George Washington, 
himself. The honored guest of the evening was Maj. Gen. Horatio Gates (Victor 
[?]of Saratoga).

Lt. Colonel Henry Dearborn, who was the senior most officer on-site at Camp 
Reading (today’s Putnam Park) wrote this in his diary, Oct.17th…” three cheers 
from the whole Division. At Dinner we had about 350 Officers& other gentlemen. 
After Dinner there was 13 toasts Drank. & Cannon Discharged for Each. – at 
Evening we Retire’d to the Town, and spent the the Evening very agreably.
Oct. 18th “.. We are getting sober.-& Genrl. Poors Brigad is ordered to march on 
the Morrow.”

The Court Martial of Maj. Gen. Schuyler : 
Just up the road a little was the Reed Ferris farm – the 
location of the Schuyler Court Martial.  The loss of Ft. 
Ticonderoga to the British forces was blamed on 
Schuyler, who had been in charge of the campaign, but 
had fallen seriously ill, and was therefore absent from 
the fighting and surrender of the fort. Schuyler himself 
was humiliated by the charges of misconduct. Gen. 
Schuyler was acquitted of all charges. Then, he 
RESIGNED his commission.

The Oblong Marker overlooks the
location of the Reed Ferris Farm.



Robert Erskine Map Robert Erskine was an inventor, an engineer, and the ironmaster for the 
Ringwood Iron Works in NJ. This is where Gen. Washington met him. 
Erskine was also an excellent cartographer, and Washington appointed 
him as Geographer and Surveyor General of the Continental Army. He 
was, in short, Washington�s Map Maker. He made over 275 detailed
maps for the Commander-In-Chief. Map No. 35 Fishkill to Danbury is 
the map that offered so many answers to our research.

John Kane House
Washington’s 
Headquarters.

The Quaker Meeting House –
Built In 1767. Washington took
over the meetinghouse and made 
it into the field hospital for the fall
and winter of 1778-9. This naturally
angered the Quaker community.

Site of Great Ox Roast. 
Also site of two brigades.

Hannaford Supermarket
(formerly Grand Union)
Site of Knox’s Artillery
Park. I I I I I I  

I I I I I I marks can
be seen on map. These 
are map shorthand for 
cannons.

Thunder Ridge Ski Area
(Formerly Big Birch Ski area)
This land belonged to Col.
Ludington. Site of two brigades.

Watchtower Property. This land belonged to 
Judge Menzies, a Tory judge. The land was 
used to house three brigades (the largest 
camp in Fredericksburgh)

Sybil Ludington and her
Her father, Col. Ludington
Are buried between the 
Presbyterian and Episcopal
Churches. Sybil rode the
Famous midnight ride to 
Alert the militia that the 
British were burning
Danbury.

Fredericksburg sites on the
Erskine Map No. 35. Fishkill to 
Danbury. Military map made for
George Washington.



November 2009 FANs Meeting To contact us:
fansofputnampark@att.netfansofputnampark@att.net

The November meeting was held at the visitor center on Monday, November 14th, 2009.

Notes from the prez �
1. Treasurer’s Report -- T.G. filled us in on recent outlays noting that the FANS account, after much of the 

cost of the VC panels is deducted, has around $3,100 available in the coffers.  He said that store sales of 
gift items totaled $1,222 from June thru October.  There will be additional expenses for the mural in the 
museum, food for the Winter Walk as well as for the VC displays, but that revenue will come in from 
member dues and next year’s School Week to offset it.. 

2. Park Update – Nate filled us in on the current state budget situation.  He said they are holding their own 
but that cuts may continue.  We offered FANS support with needed expenses. He said long-time employee 
Andy had foot surgery and may need another.  Our best to him on a speedy 2010 Events: We discussed 
next fall’s event for the reenactment on November 6 & 7, 2010.

3. Membership Update – Buzz said that he mailed out about 100 letters to members for their yearly 
membership contribution.  He said others went out via e-mail.  Thanks Buzz!  T.G. said “About a half 
dozen people signed up in the Visitor Center using the member form that is on the counter.  Harry can you 
put something in the Newsletter on this?

4. Electing officers – We tabled this as many members were not present.  Jeanine felt the group could 
continue at this time without a formal “president” as everyone could pitch in as needed

5. Winter Walk – Scheduled for Saturday, December 5 at 11:00am.  The CT 5th will be there – Jim to confirm. 
Jeanine will check with Dan to make sure he will be there earlier and will coordinate refreshments.  Harry 
to promote through the November newsletter and contact Redding Pilot.

6. VC Displays - Scott presented three different types of panels.  The consensus was #2 by Paniere as it 
seemed most durable and Nate felt it would mount well on the existing displays. It was decided to do one 
panel first and put it up before all nine were done.  Scott was going to get with Harry to see about adding 
copy at the bottom indicating that the panels were done through the generous Meserve grant and by the 
FANS.  Thanks to Scott for doing such a great job working with all the parties to pull this all together!

Other items –
Sharon will continue to work on the mural in the museum during the winter season.  There was a   
need for off-white pants for the mannequin. Going to a quarterly meeting was discussed.  Some felt 
that this may be the way to go as people could still meet and email in between to coordinate 
upcoming events, projects. Steve raised concern that this could make it difficult to communicate and 
keep everyone in the loop. Signage to the museum was discussed.  Some felt it was inadequate   
and  could be made more noticeable.  Nate agreed to look into it – perhaps by raising the existing  
sign on fireback road and painting it white.

Troops move from Frederickburgh to Reading Camps

Two full brigades of Connecticut Line regiments, three regiments of New Hampshire, and the 
Congress�s Own Canadian Regiment under Col. Moses Hazen began filing in through Danbury and 
Bethel Parish towards the three camps under the command of Maj. Gen. Israel Putnam. It was the first 
week of December 1778, 231 years ago. 

The troops were coming from different places. Most of the Connecticut troops were coming in from the 
Hudson Highlands where they had been protecting the fortifications around West Point. This parcel of 
America was called the �Key to the Nation�, for if the British were able to break through and control the 
river up to the chain of lakes toward the St. Lawrence � they would sever New England from the 
country, and combine their strength with their Canadian forces. Other troops, like Poor�s Brigade had 
been sent north to Hartford in case they were needed in Boston.

As many of the regiments arrived, the camp grounds were already covered with snow. The job at hand was to construct log huts in which they 

would spent the next four or five months.     Come celebrate their arrival at this year’s 
Annual December Winter Walk on Saturday December 5th. See 
enclosed flyer.  See you at the park on the 5th!!

�The winter campaign
of starving” 

- Joseph Plumb Martin

The next  FAN�s  Meeting will be on Monday, January 11th , 2010
at 7:00PM at the Visitor Center at Putnam Park. 


