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230  years ago this year, Continental  Army troops  marched  into Redding to 
the three campsites which would become their homes for the next six months. 
.

The Three Camps March

The camp site which is now Putnam Park housed the regiments of the New Hampshire Brigade plus the 
2nd Canadian Regiment under Col. Moses Hazen. The other two camps, about two miles and four miles to 
the west, each housed four regiments of the Connecticut Brigades. Putnam Park was made into a memorial 
honoring all three camps and their troops. The Friends of Putnam Park and the State Parks Division of the 
DEP hosted the 230th Anniversary of the Revolutionary War Camps in Redding in 1778-79.

Three reenactment units organized the two-day 
event at Putnam Park on Saturday and Sunday, 
November 1st & 2nd. The 10th MA, the 5th CT 
and Butler�s Rangers Loyalist Reg�t. planned 
the weekend long event. Troops from 22 
different reenactment units participated in the 
event. There was plenty of black powder 
musketry and cannon fire,  along with colonial 
craftsmen for the public to enjoy. There was 
even a new event this year � The Ghost Tour.

A contingent of reenactors marched the route 
which passed the locations of all three of the camps 
in Putnam’s Division. The march began early 
Saturday morning near West Redding station which 
was near the western camp of Gen. Jedediah
Huntington. The troops than proceeded up the 
steep incline onto Gallows Hill Rd, pausing at the 
site of the two military executions in 1779, and then 
past the middle camp of Gen. Samuel Parsons. 
Marching down Lime Kiln Rd., the troops turned the 
corner onto Lonetown Rd. and stopped at the old 
Lonetown Cemetery. At least three Revolutionary 
War veterans are known to be buried there. The 
unit held a brief prayer service there before 
finishing the last leg of the march to Putnam park.

Arriving at the Putnam Park main entrance , 
with police escort.

Marchers are greeted by the CT 5th

as they march up to the monument.

Lonetown Cemetery

Prayer for American 
Revolutionary War veterans
at the cemetery.



230th Anniversary 1778 - 2008

Registration for reenactor participants Got a hurt? The physician/surgeon can fix
you right up.

Stack of French Charleville
muskets at one of the camps.

The block houses flying the Besty Ross
and the Union Jack.

The Visitor Center is getting to be a terrific
learning experience!

Two troopers looking at one of the two
brand new kiosks in the Visitor Center.

Whitesmith at work making 
musket balls. Fascinated!

Hundreds of people roamed the camps and watched living history
come to life. Education is our goal.

The formation before the start of the rapid-fire 
musket drill. A good Rev War soldier could load
and fire three balls in one minute!

CV
SThe colonial Apothecary was  an 

expert in herbs and concoctions .
Tallmadge’s 2nd Reg’t Light Dragoons



230th Anniversary 1778 - 2008 Go to: FANs new Web site at
www.putnampark.org.org

GHOST 
TOUR

Children�s Muster & Drill:
One of the highlights of the two day
event was the approx. 150 kids that
participated   in  the M&D. Led  by 
Drill Master Brian von McCoy, the 
kids learned the rudiments of drill 
and carrying a musket. They learned
how to load and  fire a musket.  Each 
young soldier was then mustered out
of the army and paid in Continental
Currency, and a musket ball or 
uniform button.

von Steuben?
No, von McCoy

Many of the young recruits were shorter than the gun!
The new troops were reprimanded for this 
gun maneuver. DO NOT shoot the man in 
front of you!

Mustering out! Line up for pay day! Some recruits were not very tall.

Musket fire Cannon fire Whizzing bullets …

Both afternoons culminated in the battle clashes 
between the American and Crown forces. Many 
of the Crown forces our Continental troops 
fought between here and New York City were not 
the red coated lobsterbacks, but American 
Loyalist troops (loyalists from America as inTories), 
but fighting for the their King.

This year the CT 5th Reg�t came up with 
yet another new twist to the living history 
weekend.They held a Ghost Tour at 
night. Groups of the public were led 
around by lantern to five different stations 
where the ghosts of different men who 
were at the camp in 1778 � appeared and 
talked about themselves. Men like Gen. 
Putnam, Lt.Col. Henry Dearborn, soldiers 
from the mutiny and My Brother Sam is 
Dead.RAVE REVIEWS ENCORE



November 2008 FANs Meeting friendsofputnampark@comcast.netfriendsofputnampark@comcast.net
To contact us:

The next  FAN�s  Meeting will be on Monday, January 12th 
at 7:00PM at the Visitor Center at Putnam Park. 

New schedule : 2nd Monday of each month

The November meeting was held at the visitor center on Monday, 
November 10 , 2008.

Notes from the prez �
1.President�s Opening: Steve welcomed the group to the last meeting of 2008.  It was good to see 
Nate! (Just returned from some serious surgery)
2.The Winter Walk: Scheduled for Saturday, December 6 � Steve went down a list of needs to be 
done to prepare and draw a crowd: Flyers, media, food, reenactors, historian leader � all set.
3.Interpretative Displays/Site Signs: Harry announced that the displays were completed and 
unveiled in the Visitor Center at the 230th Event on November 1. He also discussed the Site Signs, of 
which Nate presented a sample sign.  It looked great � kudos to Sharon for such a nice job especially 
the art work of the hut.  We�re looking forward to seeing the remaining signs completed for next 
season.
4.Recap of the 230th Event: With an estimated 2,500-3,000 people attending over the two days, it 
was deemed a great success.  In appreciation to Brian, Dave and Tom for planning and bringing out 
the re-enactor community and putting on such a fabulous event, the FANS group presented each with 
a monetary stipend for their regiments.  T.G. then presented the financial report showing receipts 
exceeding expenses by $1,100.  Some suggestions for the next event included: waiting to 2010 to do a 
similar type event and making sure it is on the re-enactor schedule in 2009; having a one-day event, 
rather than two; planning to have more volunteers staffing the event; having muskets for sale as they 
went over big; working out a better arrangement for handicap parking; possibly moving the 
encampment up to the camp area.
5.Membership: It was decided that yearly memberships will be for the calendar year January-
December.  Buzz will draft a membership solicitation letter to mail out in the next few weeks.
6. Next year�s events and priorities: Steve had asked the group to think about priorities and events 
for next year. Here�s what we discussed :Events: Next year we will focus on smaller type public 
events.  In addition to the Winter Walk and School Week events, we discussed adding an 
�apprenticeship� to the Summer Crafts demos, allowing people to potentially get involved in the 
trade.  We will also host three or so evening programs in the Visitor Center over the summer/fall 
months.  Ideas include speakers, music, etc. Dan suggested that he could present the parks history in 
context with the archaeological finds. The group agreed to ask around about possible programs and 
we will try to finalize this in our meetings early next year..
7. Membership: It was agreed that it was a good idea to make 2009 the year to increase overall 
membership as well as involvement in the group.  Any ideas on how to do this would be welcome. 
Anybody have any friends or neighbors that would like to get involved?  

Top Gun Returns To Park

One of the best sights of all at 
the 230th Anniversary event was 
that of park boss Nate Hale. 
Back just a few days from some 
pretty major surgery, he was out 
walking his park. He’s lookin’ 
good! 

Winter Walk

Be sure to attend the 
2008 Annual 
Winter Walk
on Saturday, Dec.6th

at 11:00AM at the    
Visitor Center.

Go to www.putnampark.org
No December 
FANs Meeting

Holiday
Greetings

From FANs


