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DEP Hosts Panel Exhibit Opening
May 5, 2010 - The Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) and Friends and Neighbors of Putnam Memorial State
Park today showcased a new exhibit on display in the Visitor’s Center.
The exhibit, which is made up of twelve 6’ x 3’ panels, will introduce
visitors to the American Revolutionary War, Connecticut’s role in the
war, and the events that took place during the winter encampment of
American soldiers at Putnam Memorial State Park during the winter of
1778-1779.

Redding First Selectman Natalie Ketcham, left,
Susan Frechette, State of CT DEP Deputy
Commissioner, Putnam Park Interpretive Guide
Carlton Kline ,and Bethel First Selectman Matt
Knickerbocker stand in front of panels depicting
the Revoluationary War at Putnam Park. —Liz
Skalka photo

Deputy Commissioner Susan Frechette said, “Connecticut is proud of its
rich Revolutionary War heritage surrounding this park and the work
done by the Friends and Neighbors of Putnam Memorial State Park to
showcase this special place is to be commended. With new exhibits in
the visitor center, visitors will now be able to get a clear understanding
of the importance of what took place here and how Putnam Memorial
State Park is connected to the birth of our nation. I encourage everyone
to bring families and friends here to enjoy the outdoors and learn about
American history.”

FANs VISITOR CENTER COMMITTEE
While the new Visitor Center was opened
in October 2005, the funding was for the
building construction, not for interior
furnishings, displays and interpretive
tools.
After waiting a year, the FANs group
created the Visitor Center Committee.
The purpose was to decide which items
were needed to meet interpretative
objectives in educating the public about
what happened at the 1778 army camps..
The committee was manned by our
historians, our educators (i.e. Annual
School Days), reenactors, and Park
Management. We listed items needed in
the Visitor Center, and museum, and at
other site throughout the park.

Two of the 12 new 6X3 permanent fiberglas panels
which are mounted on two moveable kiosks. The
panels were shipped from the supplier and then
mounted by park staff.

FANs co-president Scott Stetler said “I
believe that all who were involved with
the project can take pride in the fact
that they have produced an informative
and attractive exhibit that will serve
Putnam Park for many years to come.”

As an added benefit, the DEP hired a
professional museum expert who joined
the team. Then another DEP expert came
to the planning table to complete the
committee. Just one of the projects was
the creation of the display kiosks

Meserve Memorial Fund Foots the Bill For New Display Panels at Park
The Meserve Memorial Fund awarded $6,500 to The Friends of
Putnam Park for the creation of the interpretive history panels now on
display at the Putnam Memorial State Park Visitor Center. The 12 –
6’X3’J fiberglas encased panels are mounted on two kiosks. These
panels replace the temporary panels ( which were subject to humidity
and sun fading) that were on display at the Visitor Center last season.
The panels inform the visitor about the American Revolutionary War
in our region, and more specifically, at the three Continental Army
camps in Redding during the winter of 1778/79. The three brigades
were under the command of Major General Israel Putnam. Putnam
Park is located at one of these camp sites. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd NH
regiments and the 2nd Canadian Regiment were quartered at the
park site.

Karl Epple, chairman of the Distribution Committee of the
Meserve Memorial Fund, stands next to two of the new
display panels unveiled this past week at the Putnam Park
Visitor Center. Pvt. Jedediah Sanford from one of the CT
regiments is one of the mannequins at the Visitor Center.
l

This is a photo taken of the old 1893 Pavilion in 2004
just prior to its being dismantled board by board.
The building was a disaster. The Meserve Fund paid
to get the building “surveyed” by a top restoration
company.
The old pavilion didn’t even have
electricity! Many gala events were hosted here in
the prior one hundred years +. But here it is shown
as a rotting hulk.

Harry Gibson, one of the co-presidents of FANs (Friends and
Neighbors of Putnam Park) says The Friends of Putnam Park have
been assisted by the Meserve Fund before. Way back at the
beginning when the Friends group first formed in 1997, they wanted
to transform the old 1893 Pavilion, near the park’s entrance, into an
interpretive center for educating the public about the old army camp.
The old wooden structure had been boarded up for years – suffering
from neglect, leaking roofs and rotting timbers. The Meserve Fund
awarded the Friends group money to have the building surveyed by
one of the leading restoration companies in the country,
Kronenberger & Sons. The question to them from the Friends of
Putnam Park was, “ can you save the building? … or, should we burn
it?” The survey came back with a resounding “SAVE the pavilion!”
Meserve got the ball rolling, said Gibson. Just come and see the
retrofitted 1893 Pavilion today… now called the Visitor Center.
Out of the ashes rose the phoenix
in the form of a modern day
Visitor Center encased within the
old pavilion’s shell. As much of
the old timbers and wood from
the old structure was utilized as
possible. The visitor can see
inside the building the old darker
colored wood vs. the new light
woods used in reconstruction.
Now, at the other end of the
spectrum, Meserve is assisting us
in creating interpretive displays
for the education of the visitor.

New Museum Room Murals
Another new exhibit for the visitor this season is
the murals showing the winter scene at the camp
shortly after the troops go to Redding. They
were in process of building their log huts.
During this period the soldiers had to sleep in
their canvas tents and use outside fires for
cooking. Neither the tent or the fire did much to
keep them warm. It is still a mystery why they
waited until December to go into winter quarters
each year. Part of the mystery lies in the fact
that most senior field officers were quartered in
area homes for the winter.

The hut pictured in the mural still
lacks a roof, a door and window. Tent
outside the hut housed the occupants
until the hut was completed. The cold
was probably an incentive to hurry.

Pictured here is a soldier trying to keep
warm as his meager meal heats up over the
fire. Diaries from soldiers at the camp tell
us that December was a snowy month
which ended with a major snow storm..
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May 2010 FANs Meeting

To contact
us: fansofputnampark@att.net

The May meeting was held at the visitor center on Monday, May 10th , 2009.

Notes from the prez …
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

Scott Stetler welcomed the group.
Treasurer’s Report: T.G. reviewed the cash on hand and ran through the balance sheet.
Park update: Nate said that a new flat screen tv has been installed and wired in the Visitor Center for a AV
presentation for the public. Al Levere from Hartford is working on the AV program. New directional signs
to the musem have been installed.. Three additional seasonal staff have been hired. Park opens May
29th
2010 Events: Nancy Cowles reviewed the School Days Program coming up in two weeks. All five days are
slated for schools. She also reviewed volunteer days/assignments. Nancy Cowles also reviewed the Summer
Craftsman Program. She covered each of the participants and said all eight weekends are set. Dave Solek ,
Brian McCoy and Mike Filler reviewed the November Reenactment update. David also updated the group
on the British Coins to be used as pay at the event. It was noted that Mike Filler of the 5CR will be a member
of the Reenactment Committee along with Jim Freebairn, Brian McCoy, and Dave Solek. Jim Freebairn
updated us on the status of the wooden “drill” muskets. Enough will be made locally for the scheduled kids
drill at the fall reenactment. We may buy more through outside supplier.
Museum/Visitor Center Committee: Scott and Nate updated the group on the May 5th DEP event at the
Visitor Center that announced the opening of the Exhibition of the Display Panels. Local politicians, DEP
personnel and FANs members were present. (See write up on Page 1).
Nate said that his crew would be repairing the flag pole at the museum. New hardware, etc.
Other Business: Rafael Rodriguez from the Fort Nathan Hale Restoration Project in New Haven,
told the group about their organization and their thoughts on assembling a group of venues all related to the Rev
War. We told Raphael that we would get back to him about setting up more details.

Memorial Day – May 31, 2010
The next FAN’s Meeting will be on Monday,

at 7:00PM

at the Visitor

June 14th 2010

Center at Putnam Park.

