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This photo, taken around 1900, was used as the cover sheet in the � Visitor Center� presentation the 
FANs members made to the Parks Division management back in February 2000. Note the brass 
cannon in the lower right. The man is Thomas Delaney, park caretaker for more than 25 years.

The retrofitted building � 1893 Pavilion transformed into today�s Visitor Center. The Friends group
just purchased new flags for the 60ft. mast. The American flag is 12x18 ft. � the CT one is 6x10 ft.



Mutiny of the Connecticut Troops

PETITION OF THE CONNECTICUT SOLDIERS IN 
THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY, TO HIS 
EXCELLENCY, JONATHAN TRUMBULL, 
GOVERNOR OF CONNECTICUT.

Communicated by Mr. LEDTABD BILL, of New-York, N. T. The following 
document is from Captain Nathaniel Webb's Orderly Book in my 
possession, and is a verbatim copy.�L. B. Camp Reading, Dec'. 27* 
1778.

�Petition, to his Excellency Gov. Trumbull. They have may it please 
your Excellency been promised a Blanket, & other Cloathing annually 
from ye Continent & a Blanket from ye State every year, for each non-
commissioned Officer & Soldier, these Premisses have not been 
complied with, so far from it, that altho' wee have not, one half ye 
Quota of Men this State was to raise, wee assure you not less than four 
hundred are to this Day totally destitute, & no one has recd two
Blankets according to Contract, nor has more than one half of the 
Cloathing promised ever been retf1 or any compensation made for ye 
deficiency, that when they have Coats they are without Breeches, & 
when they are supplied�

� & at this Inclement Season many of our Men are suffering for want 
of Blanketts, Shirts, Breeches, Shoes & Stockings, & some are destitute 
of Coats & Waistcoats�

� The increased Price of every necessary and Convinience of Life, is 
another Grievance most sensibly experienced by ye Soldiery in their 
March*, & in other Situations, they are necessitated to purchase
Provisions & Vegetables when in Camp.�The Prices now asked for 
one Meal is from three to eight Shillings, Turnips from two to three 
Dol� pr Bushel & other Vegetables in proportion, that a Soldiers 
month Pay is consumed in about three days in furnishing himself with 
necessaries not supplyed by the Public��

Last month we talked about the shortages and the trials and tribulations that the troops witnessed at the Redding  
camps. FANS charter member Dr. Stu Reeves wrote and  reminded us of the actual mutinies of the Connecticut 
troops at the Redding camps.

The troops, petition in hand, were ready to march to Hartford and address the state General Assembly with their 
grievances. Division commander Gen.Israel Putnam addressed the troops and stopped the mutiny. It was always 
reported that �the� mutiny was only the 2nd CT Brigade under Gen.Jedediah Huntington, but the petition shown 
below is in fact written by Capt. Nathanial Webb of the CT 4th Regiment under Gen. Parsons at the middle camp.

The excerpts of the petition printed below gives the reader a better focus on the mindset of the troops at Redding. 
These were real problems � not games. Hungry, ill clothed and almost destitute of an already devalued currency, 
the men were ready to defy their own officers and the necessary discipline that held the army together.

Petition* of the CT Regiments to CT Governor Jonathan Trumbull, 
written by Capt. Nathaniel Webb of the 4th CT Regiment which was 
quartered at the middle camp. 

*To see the entire petition and list of men who signed, do a Google 
search and type in the entire title of the petition above.

Maj. Gen. Israel Putnam addressing the
mutinous Connecticut troops :

"My brave lads," he cried, "whither are you going? Do 
you intend to desert your officers, and invite the enemy 
to follow you into the country? Whose cause have you 
been fighting and suffering so long in-is it not your own? 
Have you no property, no parents, wives, children? You 
have behaved like men so far-all the world is full of your 
praises, and posterity will stand astonished at your 
deeds; but not if you spoil it all at last. 

Don't you consider how much the country is 
distressed by the war, and that your officers have not 
been any better paid than yourselves? But we all expect 
better times, and that the country will do us ample 
justice. Let us all stand by one another then, and fight it 
out like brave soldiers. Think what a shame it would be 
for Connecticut men to run away from their officers.�

CT 4th Regt. Troops part 
of the planned march to 
Hartford to complain to
the General  Assembly



Visitor Center Committee Topics
Some of the things being discussed in the Visitor Center 
Committee meetings are what should be displayed in the Visitor 
Center vs. what should not. One item, for example, is the Civil
War era brass cannon which presently sits in one corner of the 
center. Why display a Civil War artifact in a Revolutionary War 
venue? Because the park has two histories!

The front entrance today. February 2008.  The two huge cannons on either side 
of the gates are from the Civil War. These cannon are smooth bore and not too 
much different from the Revolutionary War armament. When the park was 
created in 1888-1895 it was only 25 years after the Civil War. The government 
had depots full of old weapons. The park needed guns. 

This cannon is almost 150 years old � but its only 
a Civil War cannon. By the way, this was one good 
reason not to conduct war during the winter 
season. Black powder weapons don�t like snow 
and rain!

The old 1893 Pavilion is 115 years old this year� 
but now has 4-season climate control, rest rooms, 
lighting and meeting space in addition to being a 
visitor center.

More Civil War weaponry. One 
more cannon and lots of 
cannon balls. In this picture 
alone,  there were 5 stacks of 
cannon balls. You can find 
their locations today by 
looking for the concrete pads 
they sat upon. Also notice the 
lack of heavy woods a 
hundred years ago.

The entrance, 100 years ago, had 
two stacks of cannon balls next 
to each cannon. At least some of 
the cannon balls still exist in 
park storage. They lasted 
outside for decades � in the 
days when people didn�t steal 
everything not nailed down.

There�s our brass cannon!



February 2008 FANs Meeting
friendsofputnampark@comcast.netfriendsofputnampark@comcast.net
To contact us:

The next  FAN�s  Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 11, 2008
at 7:00PM at the Visitor Center at Putnam Park. 

CANCELED�

SNOW STORM The regular monthly meeting for February was canceled due to a snow storm. 
In lieu of that update we will give you a status update of the Visitor Center 
Committee, whose meeting was held the following week ( February 19th).

Visitor Center Committee Update
While the furnishing of the main floor of the Visitor Center is an obvious objective, there are several other projects that are ia
priority mode .These projects directly impact the �information� function of the Visitor Center staff, and walking tour 
information for the visitor:

1. New Walking Tour Map for the Historic Section of the park. The map was revised and sites renumbered. Copies were 
passed around to committee members for observation and comments.

2. New Walking Tour site descriptions which tie into the new numbers on the map. The map/tour guide will be printed up and
given to the staff at the Information Desk.

3. New Signage for the sites throughout the park. A logical progression from the walking tour maps/guides are signs to be 
posted at each site. The signs will carry the same numbering system so they can be referenced on the guides. This will permit 
a visitor to walk through the park and get a good ball park explanation of the sites he is looking at. The Parks Div. managers 
from the Hartford headquarters will inquire about contractors and cost estimates of production.

4. Visitor Center Floor Plan for displays and signage. Nicole Chalfont from Hartford will map out a suggested floor plan on
how many movable upright display panels we can place on the floor. These panels will be movable to permit possible other 
uses of the center for large crowds, meeting, etc. After ascertaining the number of panels (and size of the panels) we will
recommend subjects and contents for each of the display pieces.

5. Cost estimates. An important criteria for what we do to center, and how soon,  will depend on the costs of production and 
outside contractor fees where applicable.

More updates to follow. Anyone with ideas or comments can contact us at the friends e-mail address at the top of this page.

FANs
MEETING

Brochures

Maps

Floor Plan

Park Signs


