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From the Friends 
&  Neighbors of 
Putnam Memorial
State Park,
and the State Park 
Division crew…

Merry Christmas and Holiday Greetings

(Note: These diary entries were about Camp Reading, the one which occupied the land on the Putnam Park grounds).

Decr 1st Reading   we are Loocking out ground to Hut on.

3d    we are Laying out our Ground to build Huts on. –

4th  we began this Day to build Huts …

10th we have a very Sevear Storm & Rainn to Day & 
and living  in Tents. –

11th the weather very Cold, the Snow about 6 inches Deep. –

12th we ar e very busy at work  upon our Huts, amongst the 
Snow. -

13   a very heavy storm of Rain, - & no bread for 2 days

15th we are Covering our Huts

19th we are in our Huts –

22      a sevear snow Storm. –

24th we had a Snow last Last night & very Sevear
Cold today. –

26th we have a very Sevear Snow Storm. -



2010 December Winter Walk
This year’s Winter Walk was once again a successful event. The FANs volunteers worked together to host visitors to this 
once-a-year tour of the historic park, and to see both the museum and visitor center. Most visitors come to see the park during the 
warm weather months. But it is this time of year, specifically the first week of December, that the Continental troops under Maj. 
Gen. Israel Putnam marched into one of the three camps in Redding in 1778. It was cold. It snowed several times during the 
month while the troops were building their crude log huts ( 12 men to a hut). Until the huts were finished the men lived in canvas 
tents. Canvas helps keep the rain and snow off … but doesn’t do a lot for  the freezing temperatures.

At the visitor center before the tour began.
As usual, the display panels were well read.

This year’s Winter Walk flyer created by
Brent Colley.

President Scott Stetler welcomes
visitors, and introduces tour guide
Dan Cruson who led the history
walk.

. 

One of the signs along roads
bordering the park.

Fans member Nancy Cowles 
passes on history to a visitor 
and his son.

The line at the Information Counter.

This year’s flyer designed by Brent Colley.

Buzz Merritt, left,  helping out a visitor 
at the Information Counter.

Number One display in Visiitor
Center for kids - the Cannon.

The new audio-visual show on Putnam Park is located in the 
back corner of the Visitor Center. The A/V module was created
by Alan Levere and his crew at DEP – Hartford.



December Winter Walk - 2010

The CT 5th Regiment provided a platoon to “protect” the  
tour group through the park. At various sites, individual 
soldiers read excerpts from diaries of men who were in 
the camp 232 years ago this month. 

Cruson, in front of the Old Put Statue, explains why the three brigades under 
Maj. General Israel Putnam were sent to Redding in December 1778.

The tour group at the base of the 1888 obelisk monument memorializing the troops at the three different camps in Redding. The creators of 
the park must have had this scene at the forefront of their park layout.

Best history guide in our region …
Dan Cruson!

Historian, teacher, archaeologist, author…
Dan Cruson is tops in the history field in this 
entire region.

Winter Walk



New Winter Camp Book To contact us:
fansofputnampark@att.netfansofputnampark@att.net

The next  FAN’s  Meeting will be on Monday, January 10th , 2011
at 7:00PM at the Visitor Center at Putnam Park. 

FANs thank all of its volunteers, 
craftsmen and reenactment 
groups for another highly 
successful year.

Three huzzahs for Nate Hale’s 
great team of park staff; and 
the crew from Hartford. The
Park just keeps getting better 
and better! Painted by Don Troiani

In "To Try Men's Souls," "New York Times" bestselling authors Newt  
Gingrich and William R. Forstchen cast a new light on the year 1776 and  
the man who would become the father of our nation, George Washington. 

"Valley Forge" picks up the narrative a year after Washington's triumphant 
surprise attack on Trenton, and much has changed since then. 

It's the winter of 1777, and Washington's battered, demoralized army retreats 
from Philadelphia. Arriving at Valley Forge, they discover that their repeated 
requests for a stockpile of food, winter clothing, and building tools have been 
ignored by Congress. With no other options available, the men settle down for 
a season of agony. For weeks the dwindling army freezes under tents in the 
bitter cold. Food runs out. Disease festers. The men are on the point of 
collapse, while in Philadelphia the British, joined by Allen van Dorn, the 
Loyalist brother of the dead patriot, Jonathan van Dorn, live in luxury. 

In spite of the suffering and deceit, Washington endures all, joined at last by a 
volunteer from Germany, Baron Friederich von Steuben. With precious few 
supplies and even less time, von Steuben begins the hard task of recasting the 
army as a professional fighting force capable of facing the British head-on--
something it has never accomplished before--and in the process he changed 
the course of history. 

"Valley Forge" is a compelling, meticulously researched tour-de-force novel 
about endurance, survival, transformation, and rebirth. It chronicles the 
unique crucible of time and place where Washington and his Continental 
Army, against all odds, were forged into a fighting force that would win a 
revolution and found the United States of America.

Another great year…

Write up on Newt Gingrich’s new bestseller:

Valley Forge was the first formal U.S. military winter 
encampment of the Revolutionary War. It became the
baseline of comparisons for subsequent winter camps.
We will address this camp, Redding, and Morristown 
In future newsletters.

Go to our Fans web site at www.putnampark.org


