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From the Friends 
&  Neighbors of 
Putnam Memorial
State Park,
and the State Park 
Division crew…

Merry Christmas and Holiday Greetings 

We have used the pen and ink drawing below many times over the past decade in our newsletters, event 
brochures and mailings. The drawing was one of several the artist drew for the spring 1998 issue of the 
CT SAR Magazine article on the undisturbed middle encampment of Putnam’s Division in Redding 
during the winter of 1778-79. The artist, long time Redding resident, Admiral Laurens S. McCready
became a US Merchant Marine officer in 1940. He was given the assignment of “cadet training”, and 
was one  of  the  founders of the USMM Academy at  Kings Point, NY.  McCready was a professor of

marine engineering, which he taught for 34 years. 

He attended all graduations from 1942 to 2005, and watched more than 
21,000 graduates earn their degrees. He gave 34 years of his life to the 
academy and the service.

Lauren was a man of many hobbies and interests. Mechanical things led 
the list. He would build miniature working steam engines, plus boats to be 
powered by those engines. History, art, and languages were all on his list of 
things in which he excelled. If you gave him an article on the Monitor, 
Civil War ironclad, he would tell you how its engine was designed and 
how the gun turret worked.

Revolutionary War history was high on his list. His old sprawling farm 
house was on the edge of Parson’s middle camp in 1778-79. Some of the 
soldiers even worked on his house. We miss you, sir.

Rear Admiral USMS
Lauren S. McCready

1915 - 2007



2009 December Winter Walk
This year’s Winter Walk was once again a successful event. The FANs volunteers worked together to host visitors to this 
once-a-year tour of the historic park, and to see both the museum and visitor center. Most visitors come to see the park during 
the warm weather months. But it is this time of year, specifically the first week of December, that the Continental troops under
Maj. Gen. Israel Putnam marched into one of the three camps in Redding in 1778-79. It was cold. It snowed several times 
during the month while the troops were building their crude log huts ( 12 men to a hut). Until the huts were finished the men 
lived in canvass tents. Canvass helps keep the rain and snow off … but doesn’t do a lot for  the cold temperatures.

At the visitor center before the tour began.
As usual, the display panels were well read. Tour leader, Dan Cruson, gets his last  hot 

coffee before heading out into the cold.

The visitor center’s 
first Christmas tree.

Note: Drive by at night 
and you can see it all 
lit up!

FANs volunteers at the Information Desk: Col Kline,
Jeanine Herman, Buzz Merritt, Nancy Cowles, and
Dan Cruson.

This year’s Winter Walk flyer created by
Brent Colley.

Buzz Merritt talks to the visitors about
Membership in the FANs organization

Scott Stetler welcome visitors, and 
introduces Buzz and Dan. 

Historian, teacher, archaeologist, author…
Dan Cruson is tops in the history field in this 
entire region. 1st stop … Old Put’s Statue on 

The front lawn.



December Winter Walk - 2009

The CT 5th Regiment provided a company to protect the  tour group through the 
park. At various sites, individual soldiers read excerpts from diaries of men who 
were in the camp 231 years ago this month. 

The CT 5th  marching up the main entrance
ramp toward the monument. 

The tour group at the base of the obelisk monument  memorial-
izing the troops at the three different camps in Redding. The day was cold with a light 

drizzle.

ENEMY ATTACKS
The tour group , even though under 
close guard by the 5CT, witnessed 
an attack by Royalist American 
troops that played a major role in the 
country around New York City. Our 
troops were constantly going on 
patrol guarding against these troops 
who were usually on foraging trips in 
Westchester County and southern 
Connecticut.

WEATHER CHANGE
To show you how quickly the 
weather could change at this time of 
year … the photo of the park 
entrance on Page 1 was taken  72 
hours after the tour (about 5 or six 
inches of snow).

Last site on the tour was the park museum. The 
drizzle was turning to cold rain by this point. The 
group was a hearty bunch, not cringing from the 
elements. Dan Cruson invited everyone back to 
the visitor center  for hot drinks and food.

Two visitors dug into to the hot cocoa  
and cookies back at the warm visitor 
center.  

Best history guide in our region …
Dan Cruson!



Christmas at Arlington To contact us:
fansofputnampark@att.netfansofputnampark@att.net

The next  FAN’s  Meeting will be on Monday, January 11th , 2010
at 7:00PM at the Visitor Center at Putnam Park. 

This photo was on the front 
page of the NY Times on 
Sunday, Dec. 13th. It mentioned 
wreaths being laid, and the 
woman who is in the picture 
visiting her husband’s grave at 
Arlington National Cemetery.  
That was it. One sentence, with 
no further story in the entire 
paper. Here is the rest of the 
story…

ARLINGTON HOUSE
or, the Custis-Lee House

Arlington House was the home of Gen. Robt. 
E Lee and his wife Mary Ann Randolph Custis of the 
same family as George Washington’s wife, Martha’s 
first husband. The house is situated high on the hill, 
in Arlington , VA., overlooking Washington D.C. 

Gen. Lee was a Union Army officer and graduate of 
West Point. When the Civil War began, Lee had to 
make the most important decision of his life; which 
side would he go with? The North or the South? He 
finally went with his home state, Virginia, in that 
decision. He left Arlington House never to return to it. 
His wife stayed on for a period.

Some of the initial battles were in Virginia and the 
Union Army needed a place in which to bury their 
dead. The Union government, after evicting the Lees, 
purchased the 1100 acre plantation. 200 acres were 
set aside for use of Union war dead. They started in 
Mrs. Lee’s rose garden, as a spiteful act.

The Worcester Wreath Co. , Bangor, ME.
If you ordered a wreath from LL Bean up in Freeport, the wreath 
was made by the Worcester Wreath Co.  The company’s CEO, 
Morrill Worcester, has been donating thousands of wreaths to 
Arlington National Cemetery for 12 years now. This year they 
trucked down 15,000 wreaths. There are more than 250,000 
graves in Arlington, so they choose a different section to decorate 
each year. The military cemetery uses about 650 acres today.

Volunteers help place the wreaths 
each year.

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier gets 
wreaths every year.15,000 Christmas wreaths make for a spectacular display at Arlington.

FANs thank all of its volunteers, 
craftsmen and reenactment groups
for another highly successful year.

Three huzzahs for Nate Hale’s great
team of park staff; and the crew 
from Hartford. The park just keeps 
getting better and better!

Painted by Don Troiani

15,000 
WREATHS


